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At time there wan no one living * | 
here tint we can definitely determln*:’. * " 
So to bring the conversation down to \ 
the times known as A. D., I want to * 
make some mention of a citizen who \ 
so far as I can figure out has the J 
right to be known as the father and * 
founder of Huntersville, and that Is * 
John Bradshaw. 

The name of Bradshaw has faded J 
oat of Pocahontas county, but a large J 
number of citizens of the name of J 
McLaughlin, Cackley, Gwln, Hogsett J 
and Tallman are direct descendant-. * 
cf the old pioneer. It is safe to say 5 
that enough descendants of this Sol* J 
dler of the Revolution could be nam « 
ed who would far outnumber the j 
members of the societies known as i 




S TiMpc tliB Sons of Ilio Revolution and the 
IIFIE-O innjjhtere or the American Revolu- 


I tlon In West Virginia, as large and 
■ prosperous as those societies have 
become. John Bradshaw had four 
sons who removed to foreign coun 
fries, two to Missouri, one to Vir¬ 
ginia, and one to Lewis county. He 
had four daughters who married here 
and left a host of d> scendants. At| 
the time that the Revolution broke 
out John Bradshaw was eighteen 
years old. At that time he 
was scouting around on the western 
waters somewhere about Wolf Creek, 
In Monroe county. 

Karly in that war the Indian ar 
mles appeared on our western front 
ler. and the backwoodsmen were or 
ganized into a branch of colonial 
service known as rangers, but cm 
daily designated as Indian spies. It 
was their duty to watch the country 
along the Seneca trail from Monroe 
county to Preston county. Along 
this line a large number of stockade 
forts were built in the bloody seven 

ties. The best men vvere detailed 
for tills service. They took the usua^ 
oath of the soldier and hi^ditlonto 

„ Er « urusorv that oath they swore not to 
l aa time lias 'he at night no matter sftid 

old trail, these r » ln >’ lt no, ?,J, t m .j 8 » three or four. 

>anv v«»r» a,.., that lie usually made lclnff 
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along me Seneca trail from Monroe 
inty to Preston county. Along 
this line a large number of stockade 
forts were built In the bloody seven 
ties. The best men were detailed 
for this service. They took the usual 
oath of the soldier and In addition to 
that oath they swore not to butld a 
tire at night no matter how cold or 
ratny It might be. Bradshaw said 
that he usually made a three or four 
days tour In the country lying be 
tweeu New River and Big and Little 
Stoney creeks, Indian Draft and 
Wolf Creek. That the spies traveled 
two In a company, and that It was 
his custom to scout through the 
woods and meet a similar detail from 
Burnside Fort. Bradshaw traveled 
out of Cook fort. The eastern bor 
der was watched in this way between j 
the line of forts extending from the 
Tennessee country to northern Penn 
sylvanla. Bradshaw went In company 
with James Ellis at times and on 
other occasions his partner was Col. 
Samuel Estell, of Kentucky. Each 
tour of duty made a circle of about, 
thirty miles. His service was for six 
I months each in the summers of 1776, 

I. Jones, 1 1777, 1778, and in 1779. In those 
ihoois, ol 1 mouths he engaged in no civil pur 
v lrgim». 1 suit. The service lasted until Novem 
agraph ollber of each year, when it was consid 
ike P * 1 ? ot I erect that the country was safe from I 
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| months he engaged hi no iwn'flsHJ 
Milt. I lie service lasted until No™™ W‘ a 
her of each year, when It, was conthiL l 'V® a 
ered that the country was safe from lhe h\vw\ 
Indian raids on account of cold Veath' 
er. If the weather stayed warm, or 
a warm spell occurred In the winter, 
the thoughts of the pioneers would 
turn to the danger of an Indian raid 
and they would oall it Indian sum 

At the end of mi), Bradshaw went 
to the east side of the Alleghenies 

setLd" A N * ,u,y and 
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uayeu warm, or I 
a warm spell occurred In the winter 
the thoughts of the pioneers would 
turn to the danger of an Indian raid 
and they would call it Indian sum 
mer. 

At the end of 1719, Bradshaw went 
to the east side of the Alleghenies 
and married Nancy McKamie, and 
settled on the Bull Pasture river 
about ton miles below McDowell iri 
the part of the country covered by 
Fort George, one of the forts of the 
line of forts built by Dinwiddle in 
the French and Indian war. Brad 
shaw seems to have bad about a year 
at home. From November 1, 1779, 
to January 1, 1781. That was about 
the time that Col. Tarleton, and his 
dragons, chased the Virginia assem 
hiv Into the mountains until the 
statesmen met In Staunton, and an 
alarm In the night, caused the legls- 


on u mental work I lafcure to scatter In great haste at | 

* ol Geology. 11 that place-, j 

writes nearer) llradshaw Joined the company of h 

lor marks enat /Captain Thomas Illcklln, In Col. 1 
iny authority I /Sampson Mathews regiment, and \ county 8« 
books, lie served an enlistment of three months\ Presbyte 
ny Simple faith / from the highlands to the sea. He 1 sons wa= 
that/ could was In a battle at Portsmouth, wlthlpromlne 
orrugstua but John SJaven, and a lot of other terlan 
f were/mountain rnen, and being discharged father’s 

\nother said/ he came home for the summer. But same 
lea or roofcs/along in August he was called to the 1 ington 
Itljemsehes colors again and again marched down la. in 
. V! B they from the mountains to the sea, andlgradus 
rerl ,Dff i h th ® t,nne t,iat ' he « ot to Yurktowi. were t 
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lature to scatter in great haste at 
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my simple faith I from the highlands to the ses 

eic that I could / w»s In a battle at Portsmouth, 

iy corrugatus but I John Slaven, and a lot of other 

that they were | mountain men, and being discharged 
Another said I he came home for the summer. But 
’ulites or roots I along in August he was called to the 1 ington 
3hed themselves I colors again and again marched down l la. ic 
Oonte says they I from the mountains to the sea, andlgradu 
has a pleasing I by the time that he got to Yorktown 1 were 
it is very com-1 the colonial troops had penned up 1 Pocal 
s to follow the I Lord Cornwallis and a big British 1 Presl 
I army on a narrow penninsular, and | 
like Le Conte I there is where John Bradshaw waded 
-d to anotherjin human blood shoe mouth deep 
the winter I j Cornwallis surrended to the American 
: man’s land / army there, and John Bradshaw 
id the Siluri- /stood inline with the other ragged 
i the town of I colonial soldiers one aborning in 
very beauti I October. The Americans formed a 
!y Impressed double line and the Cornwallis army 
stone, it I marched out of Yorktown between 
i specifica-/ the lines and reached a place where I ma 
'ell for the I they were required to lay down their \ __ 
lines were/*! - ™s. Some of the British soldiers 
night and I threw their muskets down with force 
lumber of /enough to injure the gun. Then the 
numbers. / British marched back between the 
s as any / does into Yorktown. 

Youngster / The next day the British ptlsoners 
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' r i v impressed double line and the Cornwallis army Glad 
1 of stone It marched out of Yorktown between McL 
the specific*- the 5,nes ,nd reached a place where mar 
rv well for the 61 e - v were rtQuited to lay down their ___ 
lie lines were trass. Some of the British soldiers 
e straight and threw their muskets down with force 
lie number of enough to injure the gun. Then the 
, | n numbers British marched baca between the 
.'wers as anv ines into Yorktown 
he youngster The next day the British prisoners 
,rsv ard pulls were marched c3 to Winchester un- 
i fortune re der guard and Bradshaw was one of 
man. poor the guards, and when these prisoners 
tee on" which were duly delivered at Winchester in 
i pes*. falls. ! :he Valley. Bradshaw was discharged 
iet that lire i md came baei to bis beme. 
n ~. »ers of I Soon after she Revolution. John 
ity Bradshaw moved west of the Alle 

dowers in cheny and founded Huntersville. He 
common tc get -cr his mountain heme the plan¬ 
s' lie the :*siecs now owned by Sherman P. 
v and the I Curry. she A uses Barlow neirs. an-d J 
ihat I tooi • H Buzzard, several square ashes of 
c-. Ts.- i j territory ard this included all cf the 
-W sha: siseof the town of HantersvL e The I 
, S-~*dshaw Lcxe was placed cn a blu5| 
Cocsc cctirf down co she beautiful wa;ers 
c she ■ of inappg creei. as :r she place ! 
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^ ■M ^om arch of all he surveyed. 1 
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and came back to his heme. 

Soon after the Revolution, John! 
Bradshaw moved west of the Alle I 
tfheny and founded Iluntersvllle. lie I 
Kot for Ills mountain home the plan-1 
tatlons now owned by Sherman P. 
Curry, the Amos Barlow beirs, and J. 

H. Buzzard, several square miles of 
territory, and this Included all of the 
site of the town of Huntersville. The 
Bradshaw home was placed on a bluff 
looking down on the beautiful waters 
of Knapps creek, at or near the place 
where Isaac Barlow lives. Bradshaw 
wa3 monarch of all he surveyed, 
About this time, John Bradshaw I 
had a stroke of luck which made him I 
one of the richest men of the moun-1 
tains. A ticket that he held in _ 
State lottery drew him a prize of J 
ten thousand dollars and that was an | 
being to I Immense fortune in those days, 
e edge of J Me was a prominent figure In Bath I 


county and in this county after its 
formation. My father remembers 
seeing him. My father was seven 
years old when John Bradshaw died 
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the seventy*ntne years old. In ids old 
coin- 1 age, he was a la lire portly man. \> dm ■ 

> and ftltftftut manners, and tine d r ess,. 

have 1 walked with a crutch richly inlaid 

four with stiver 

conn ! When Pocahontas county was or 
Yir- said;-Hi in the spring of lc--\ the 
He | commissioners met at John Prad 
i here | shaw's house, and they took from 
at him a deed for about an acre of 
broke ground 0 n the blotT across the lane 
rhteen from ids house, for the county build 
e lie ings This site was accepted and a 
estern brtck courthouse built on it that 
Ore, k, lasted until the county seat was 
moved six miles west on the Hunters ( 
!au ar villa road to the new city of Marlin- 
front ton. 

tere or John Uradshaw had another tom [ 
olonial mense tract of land In the Hiller's 
»ut < rti Mill community, 

**’ lt of the first orders of the new 
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mov'd s“i miles *est. on theHunters 
vine road to the new city of Marlin- 


con. 

John 


Bradshaw had another im¬ 
pact of land in the Dilley’s 


Mill community, 

One of the first orders of the new 
county court was to grant license to 
keep a house of private entertain¬ 
ment at his residence for the year 
endiDg in May, 1823. For this he 
paid a license of $4.50. But the 
next year he was licensed to keep an 
ordinary at the same place for a 
license fee of $18 00. In the mean¬ 
time, Bradshaw sat as one of the 
county court, being a justice of the 
county. The main difference be¬ 
tween a house of entertainment and 
an ordinary was that that the ordin¬ 
ary could sell spirits and wine by the 
small measure. The court fixed the 
tariff For a half pint of whiskey 
the charge was 12 1 2 cents or one 
bit. There were plenty of half cent 
pieces in those days. Meals were 25 
cents and lodging 12 cents. A gallon 
of grain was 12 1 2 cants and hay for 
twenty four hours for one horse was 
12 1 2 cents. What price soda water? 
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''ovinty The main difference be-1 talt, 
tween a house of entertainment and ! and 
*n ordinary was that that the ordin-! hun 
ary could sell spirits aud wine by the j win 
small measure. The court fixed the ■ I tu 
tariff For a half pint of whiskey; a 
the charge was 12 l 2 cents or one I stre 
bit. There were plenty of half cent waii 
pieces in those days. Meals were 25 and 
cents and lodging 12 cents A gallon J into 
of grain was 12 l 2 cents and hay fcr j oax 
twenty four hours for one horse was shot 
12 1 2 cents. What price soda water? gene 
John Bradshaw sleeps in the old if h< 
Huntersville cemetery His grave is, busi 
not marked by a lettered monument j an f 
but it can be located and it should t ntc 
receive one of the monuments pro- x* K 
tded for by Congress for Revolution [ 
ary soldiers. My father say* that his n a 
grave Is marked by a wild cherry tree | A V 
rowing dtrectiv over his a>t resting * ‘ l ‘ 

place _ _ _ 

The old cemetery f n 
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mloa ohurry trua, poihui>* thirty Inch** In 
•no dUmolor. Thin ti oo U allowing »Um>n 
rt\«ii t k rent ago, and U toady i» f»ll 1 
•U In Du'i tk In nomo talk of entiling It n 
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'iZ ' Z*' 6 , * brst col) eee graduates from Wilson d 1 

i, 1 U P Pocahontas county, and both became his debts 
Jtlsb / Presbyterian ministers. day cam ' 

, 5 "!?/.. A great many persons trace their “md 
«ded / line to John Bradshaw through the 1 AnnaR 
f a P n / “®. r 5 lfi 8' d df six of his granddaughters ; Ward : 

children of WiJiiam Bradshaw.Nancy 1 are non 
aw/married Isaac Hartman of Green Virgin 
ed/ Bank, Mary Jane married Alexander appear 
id Moore, of Stony Creek, Senilda mar- t1n eda/ 
a Washington Nottingham, of ^ d ir d 

J/Glade Hill, HuJdah, married John A. lheir 
o / McLaughlin, of Huntersville, Martha 
-/married Heverly Waugh, of the Lit- A. P. 





tie Levels, and Matilda m»rried i 
Mcholw Linger of Lewis county. 

There would be no troub'e to form 
a very numerous society of the des¬ 
cendants of this Revo.utionary sol¬ 
dier. And a reunion of his descend 
ants on some summer da? »t the 
noted Curry arch just above and in 
sight of his grave would be notable 
gathering. It would mafce * grand 
monument fora tablet to -be placed 
on this great arch with the name of 
t y PradshftW ftttd ttifc dit68 of tils 
Joh ° Jti 7h* war for independence 
service in * t Huntersville 

of John 

road can \oc r0 *d as be crf>sses 
. Bradshaw trova *“• Hantersville 

the bridge leading It is a 

- at George Ging <#» the brow of 

s large wild cherry * v McComb s 
the terrace t t ne ether day 
* 1 store I a^. * s f -e looked 

o' with James A- »a,!ej Sur . 

»- around »t the J&oouUiM, 
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irltn- j Bradshaw from th7r 0 S“u 


kr,l “- I . VJT V rom t *' e road as he crosses 
the bridge leading i ato HaU tersville i 
iai- j at George Giuger’s residence. It *« » 
lies’® i large wild cherry tree on the brow of 
the terrace back of a. B. McCouib’s 
store. 1 went there the other day 
with James A. Reed and as he looked 
around at the beautiful valley sur¬ 
rounded by the numerous mountains, 
he said: “All Bradshaw land!'' 

1 then came on my way home and 
stopped at the mouth of the nameless 
little run on J. H. Bnuard s place 
> L Vh« fl are millions of small 
where t wts hed down from 

stones, the tola* " j stopped tQ 

the hills abofe. ,, ot fMSd %[r 
take iuv dally m my conMQUlnif 
and keep on triloblte, which 

hunt for a peri pjUUaoeth stuue 
will probably be 

1 turn over. tl , e (feral strewn 

as 1 scanner ^ u CimQ 
or one stream beds. » * n La,blnj 
naif cent! walking the » v *^ b, driving 
were 251 and told him , t .,v • • «s and he 

A gal Ion into town , fo r •J^wsna II e 
1 hay for came and U' 1 d ^. Jl j tel d- 

was! showed so Sri, »«lni I 

la water? genoa in U>°. # „v **' paj *o ths 
> the old It he had Had t worke d on 

a grave l» bMlw* X of 

limnnmnt. I mi eS.OlHllt'1' |i ' , H»t ■ > ears. li 
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7”"| , . — "»uu my coniiuiuiiiK | 

ordtn-! hunt for a perfect triioblte, which 
i»y 1 win P**ot>ably be the miiuoneth stoue 
ed the 1 turn over, 
hlskev As 1 scanned the gravel strewn 
i<r one stream beds, a young fellow came 
If cent walking the road, and I hailed him 
ere 25 and told him that 1 would be driving 
gallon into town lu a few minutes and he 
hay for came and looked for specimens He 

$e was showed so much Interest and Intel 1 i 

water? gence lu the work, that I asked him 
the old if he had had any experience in the 
jrave is business. He said he had worked on 
numentan expedition from &** 1 ]"*'*! 

should I Chicago, in South , fo _ years, 

its pro-1 making collections history 

lolutlon I objects. And m t he 

that hislh d enlisted »Dd ivv ^ in the 

errv tree! argonue in the )f hu tttt ^ . 
resting | a collector h®,uiis»»tlcs. tion 


} being given to 
e brow of 1 and World W ^ 
ate high I married. He " 
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"tlS r ‘'U t»u ed 


avatlon to sttion on a f * r ‘“ P f continent 

>lng east The genUetw** 1 K M ctl tor . **? 
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unlettered | hs a I arm hand 
he head of 
one at the 

ilwaen the i j-,- 
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SCHOOL REPORTS 
Bruffeys Creek school, fifth month 

mh?' f^ ,eS Pt,rf p ■ : Irene Broffey, , 

Mildred Wim**r. Nell Klnnlson, Nlei 
Ihirp k Faithful; Eulth Mitchell 
Mary and Eula Smith, Dick amt Neal 
Anderson, Dale and Wirt Klnnlson, I.. 
Foster SI/. more. Lower grades: 1 we 
with a Marvin Brock, Billy Wll-1 in t 

(do ni'ii ** ,ns * Alfred Hull, Lebeatrice Kin-1 wi 
h Inch l u, * on , F * tr,ek McNulty. at 

m have I rount >’ Agent. J Haynes Miller 
eld the / v * sltet * our school February 1st, aiidltl 
use us » very interesting talk onUl 

c xiiiM / * ^ Cliih work. The boys and glrlslV 
everv enjoyed hearing him. The club now in 
) rour/ lilw twent >’one members. I? 

u\,op< Ravwood school, fifth month, ad T 
rhey vanced grades, Calhleen Vaughan.'' 
i pull teacher. Perfect: Holland Sprouse, 

■e a! John'Friel, Charles Malcocu. Dome 
i at nick Clrcosta, Ernest White, Lewis 
ighr Lyle, Mirj F. Maleom. Marie Dick- 
icks son. Della Gum. Valeria Frazee 
ter Intermediate grades, Jean Pritch- 
car, | ard, teacher. Perfect : Carl Coni** 



16 COOp / KiV»ood school, fifth montV, 

II they vmncad grades. Call.leen V»u*l, * 

in pull teacher. Ferrtcfcr Hoh.mi Spouse, 

ice al- -John'F riel, Charles Malcorn. Dome — 

rn afc/nfcic CIrcosta, Ernest White. Lewis ari 
night, / LyJe, Miry F. Malcom. Marie Dick-1 
^icks son. Della Gum. Valeria Frazee 1 vo ’ 
itber / Intermediate grades, Jean Prltch-i , 
can/ard, teaciier. Perfect: Carl Conley l! 1 ’ 
aln, Jimmie CIrcosta, HuRh Cook, Clar-1 f ® 

1 t0 t n ? e , C }! rry ’ Fr * nc es Frazee, Robert fr 
I i riel, Guy King-, A rile and Leorard .. 
Mr' 0 ™ 8 ’ 1 Pljler, Conard Snyder M 

* ys ®nd Quintln Sprouse, Elmer \ 

jrs Woiverton, Catherine Alberts, Mella, 
be *J° sa ind Sfce,la ^>-costa, Leona Long 
m Olive Long, Lizzie and Maudie Mul- 
Ik lenax, Gaynelle White. Primary 1 
y. I grades, Thelma Hedrick, teacher, 
d Catherine Conley, Gladys Curry, 
p / Ihelma Cook, Louise Friel, Monna 
J T??*’ Daisy PJyler Grady and Gordon 
Alderman, Clarence and Harry Lyle, 

1' G/en Mullenax, Raymond Sutton, 
Chester Loudermilk. 
i ^ Miller visited our school 

I uik -T*! L Dterestin n 



11 »T Mioiiua t’.mU, Louisa l<'rU»l, Monnalw'1%"' 
»n>( I bong, Daisy 1'lyler Grady ami Gordon I 
Hu’t' Alderman, Clarence and Harry Lyle, l nau 
hard ; Glen Mullenax, Raymond Sutton, I ip 

icker I Chester Loudermllk. 1 

IxtdJ -i Haynes Miller visited our school I ^\ u 
I last Monday and gaye an interesting 1 p_. 
ring t»n<. “The Wills” 4-IT Club have | 7^ 
d to I started their work and are getting i J 
oeal I along nicely. Our school has entered) 
rithllOO percent in Reading Circle work 
im -1 this year. A good sum of money has 
gin j been raised to buy reading circle and 
ah’s j supplementary books, 
od, I Miss Hedrick, one oi our teachers, 
tig ! visited her home last week end. 
ire M ss Pritchard, another teacher, 
se i Is sole. Glen Friel has been teacli- 
j ing for her. 

McNeer Kerr has returned home 
m from the Charlottrsvllle Hospital, 

| where he underwent a very serious 
"I operation. 

<i j Mrs. Nannie Sutton has returned 
[ from a Huntington hospital where 

t she had bten for medical treatment, 
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